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Library of Resources for Learning and Reference 

 
This document includes resources compiled by DeKalb County Super District 6 for 
Commissioner Ted Terry’s “Aging in Place Initiative.” The document will be reviewed and 
updated periodically to add resources and verify linked sources, but the Super District 6 
Team cannot guarantee that any website or its content is, or remains, available.  
 
We welcome contributions from Aging in Placers to update this resource. Send content 
suggestions to Aging in Place Advisor Bonnie Davis at bonniedavis1321@gmail.com and 
Cc Miranda Rupkey at msrupkey@dekalbcountyga.gov. Ms. Rupkey is the Super District 6 
Deputy Chief of Staff. 
 
Grouped Resources  
The resources in this document are grouped as listed below: 
• DeKalb County 
• Atlanta Regional Commission 
• AARP  
• Other Resources 
 
The resources begin on the next page. If you cannot find a resource in one group, please 
run a search of the entire document.  
 
  

mailto:bonniedavis1321@gmail.com
mailto:msrupkey@dekalbcountyga.gov
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DeKalb County 
 
Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
2050 Unified Plan  The DeKalb County 2050 Unified Plan combines two of the 

County’s comprehensive long-range plans into one: 
 

1. Land Use Plan that establishes the framework for future 
growth and development.  
 
2. Transportation Plan that identifies priority transportation 
projects and policy recommendations. 
 
The combined plan addresses arts and culture, housing, 
health and wellness, public safety, sustainability, retail, and 
annexation. 
 
For details about the Unified Plan, go to the  
“Long Range Planning Main Page” at 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-
sustainability/longrange, and scroll down to Comprehensive 
Planning to access the following documents:   
 

1. 2050 Unified Plan Summary  
 

2. 2050 Comprehensive Land Use Plan  
 

3. 2050 Comprehensive Transportation Plan  
 
On that “Long Range Planning Main Page,” you will also find a 
link to the “2050 Future Land Use Maps” and other helpful 
information.  
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/longrange
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/longrange
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Accessory Dwelling Unit  An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a smaller, independent 

residential dwelling unit located on the same lot as a single-
family home. It's essentially a secondary living space with 
complete independent living facilities, including a kitchen, 
bathroom, and sleeping area. ADUs are often referred to as 
guest houses, in-law suites, or backyard cottages. 
 
On parcels zoned for residential single-family dwellings as a 
principal use, an accessory dwelling unit may be allowed as 
one of the following:  
1. Attached (addition to existing building) 
2. Detached 
3. Within the existing house (renovations to basements,  
    wings, or attics converted into separate living units). 
 
For Details about DeKalb ADUs, go to the Municipal Code 
(Municode) at the link below:  
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of
_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART4USRE_27-
4.2_DIVISION_2SUUSRE_S4.2.3ACDWUNGUWSU 
 
See also “Municipal Code” in this document. 
 

Affordable Housing Affordable housing, as generally defined by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), is 
housing on which the occupant is paying no more than 30 
percent of gross income for housing costs, including utilities. 
 
https://archives.hud.gov/local/nv/goodstories/2006-04-
06glos.cfm#:~:text=Affordable%20Housing%3A%20Affordable
%20housing%20is,Reference%3A%20www.hud.gov 
 

https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART4USRE_27-4.2_DIVISION_2SUUSRE_S4.2.3ACDWUNGUWSU
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART4USRE_27-4.2_DIVISION_2SUUSRE_S4.2.3ACDWUNGUWSU
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART4USRE_27-4.2_DIVISION_2SUUSRE_S4.2.3ACDWUNGUWSU
https://archives.hud.gov/local/nv/goodstories/2006-04-06glos.cfm#:~:text=Affordable%20Housing%3A%20Affordable%20housing%20is,Reference%3A%20www.hud.gov
https://archives.hud.gov/local/nv/goodstories/2006-04-06glos.cfm#:~:text=Affordable%20Housing%3A%20Affordable%20housing%20is,Reference%3A%20www.hud.gov
https://archives.hud.gov/local/nv/goodstories/2006-04-06glos.cfm#:~:text=Affordable%20Housing%3A%20Affordable%20housing%20is,Reference%3A%20www.hud.gov
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund The DeKalb County Board of Commissioners is currently 

reviewing establishing a County Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund (AHTF) to support the development, preservation, and 
rehabilitation of affordable housing within the County. The 
fund's sole purpose is to increase the supply of affordable 
housing for households earning no more than 80% of the 
DeKalb County Area Median Income (AMI), with a strong 
preference for households earning no more than 60% of 
DeKalb County’s AMI, by providing loans, forgivable loans or 
grants. The term ‘affordable housing’ shall be defined as 
housing which costs no more than 30 percent of a 
household’s gross income, inclusive of rent or mortgage, 
insurance, and utilities. 
 
For Details, follow the two steps below:  
 
1. First go to the webpage below: 
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID
=6820322&GUID=0AC71A6D-D476-4035-82E0-
9B12FE567107 
 
2. Then, click the link for:  
A Resolution Establishing an Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
for DeKalb County Final Walk On 7.23.24 (003) 
 
See also “Board of Commissioners” in this document.  
 

Aging and Disability Resource 
Connection  

The DeKalb County Aging and Disability Resource 
Connection (ADRC) is a program that provides information 
and referral services to seniors and adults with disabilities, 
helping them access long-term support services and 
resources. It is part of the larger Georgia ADRC network, 
which aims to streamline access to these services. 
 
In DeKalb County, the Office of Aging manages the ADRC 
and provides assistance to older adults aged 60 and older 
through its Senior Link Line and neighborhood senior centers. 
You can reach the Office of Aging by calling the DeKalb 
Senior Link Line at (770) 322–2950 or emailing 
Aging@dekalbcountyga.gov. The Office of Aging is open from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
Go to the webpage below for the Office of Aging. 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/office-
aging-0 
 

https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6820322&GUID=0AC71A6D-D476-4035-82E0-9B12FE567107
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6820322&GUID=0AC71A6D-D476-4035-82E0-9B12FE567107
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6820322&GUID=0AC71A6D-D476-4035-82E0-9B12FE567107
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=13213010&GUID=B5F67D0A-42CF-4D9F-9ADC-15E8303D70D4
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=13213010&GUID=B5F67D0A-42CF-4D9F-9ADC-15E8303D70D4
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/office-aging-0
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/office-aging-0
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Aging in Place For Commissioner Terry’s “Aging in Place Initiative,” Aging in 

Place is defined as “living in one’s chosen home and 
community safely, independently, and comfortably regardless 
of age, income, or ability.” Traditionally, aging in place was 
defined as “living in one’s own home and community,” which 
was most often a single-family home lived in for many years. 
The change to chosen means older adults may choose to 
remain in long-lived homes or move to different living 
environments that better fit current and future lifestyles and life 
stages. Whether staying or going, paramount are homes 
and communities that are both affordable and desirable. 
The homes may be owned (no mortgage), being purchased 
(mortgage), or rented.  
 
Consider This:  
The Future of Aging in Place … Is Moving? 
Creative new housing options are emerging that allow older 
adults to remain in their community, but in a place better 
suited to their needs than their long-held home. 
https://www.aarp.org/home-living/future-of-aging-in-place/ 
 
And This: 
Georgia Ranks Among the Worst U.S. States to Age in Place 
The Peach State came in 48th in a recent Seniorly survey.  
https://www.ajc.com/wellness/2025/06/georgia-ranks-among-
worst-us-states-to-age-in-place/ 
 
The source for the article above is Safest and Most 
Dangerous States for Aging in Place. 
https://www.seniorly.com/resource-center/seniorly-news/best-
and-worst-states-for-aging-in-place 
 

Aging Services See “Office of Aging” in this document.  
 

Area Median Income The area median income (AMI) is the middle point of 
household incomes in the county, meaning half of households 
earn more and half earn less than the amount. 
 
The median household income (in 2023 dollars) for DeKalb 
County is $77,683. This figure is based on the 2019-2023 
average, according to the U. S. Census Bureau.  
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/dekalbcountygeo
rgia/PST045223 
 

https://www.aarp.org/home-living/future-of-aging-in-place/
https://www.ajc.com/wellness/2025/06/georgia-ranks-among-worst-us-states-to-age-in-place/
https://www.ajc.com/wellness/2025/06/georgia-ranks-among-worst-us-states-to-age-in-place/
https://www.seniorly.com/resource-center/seniorly-news/best-and-worst-states-for-aging-in-place
https://www.seniorly.com/resource-center/seniorly-news/best-and-worst-states-for-aging-in-place
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/dekalbcountygeorgia/PST045223
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/dekalbcountygeorgia/PST045223
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Board of Commissioners The Board of Commissioners (BOC) serves as the legislative 

branch of the DeKalb County government. The Board is 
comprised of seven part-time commissioners, all elected by 
residents of DeKalb County to a four-year term.  
 
DeKalb County is divided into five districts with one 
commissioner serving each district. There are also two “super 
districts,” one on the east side of the county and the other on 
the west side, each making up about half of the county 
population. Each super district is served by one 
commissioner. Therefore, every citizen of DeKalb County is 
served by two commissioners, one with the district and one 
with the super district. 
 
The commission has the power and authority to fix and 
establish policies, rules, and regulations governing all matters 
reserved to its jurisdiction by the DeKalb County 
Organizational Act 
(https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZ
ATIONALACT_0.pdf). 
 
Go to the address below to access the BOC Webpage 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/board-
commissioners 
 
For information about BOC meetings, go to “Meeting Types 
for the DeKalb County Commissioners” in this document. 
 
See also “Standing Committees of the Board of 
Commissioners” in this document. 
 
To Find Your Commissioners, go to 
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/ 
 

Branches of DeKalb County 
Government 

Like the U.S. federal government, DeKalb County has a three-
branch system of government: executive, legislative, and 
judicial.  
 
The executive branch is headed by the elected Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO). The CEO manages the day-to-day 
operations of the county government and its departments. 
 
The legislative branch is the Board of Commissioners (BOC). 
The BOC is responsible for policymaking and oversight. 
 
The judicial branch is composed of various courts, such as 
Superior, Juvenile, Magistrate, and Probate Courts.  
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZATIONALACT_0.pdf
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZATIONALACT_0.pdf
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/board-commissioners
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/board-commissioners
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Chief Executive Officer The DeKalb County Chief Executive Officer (CEO) serves as 

the chief executive of the county government, overseeing its 
administration and operations. The CEO has the power to 
supervise, direct, and control the administration of the county, 
including the execution of ordinances and policies set by the 
Board of Commissioners. The CEO also plays a key role in 
budget development, policy implementation, and the overall 
efficiency of county operations. 
 
For details about the CEO’s role, refer to the DeKalb County 
Organizational Act 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZA
TIONALACT_0.pdf 
 
See also “Board of Commissions” in this document.  
 

Cohousing Cohousing is a type of intentional community where private 
homes are clustered around shared spaces, such as a 
common house with a large kitchen and dining room, and 
other amenities like gardens or workshops. Residents 
collaboratively plan and manage community activities and 
shared spaces, often sharing meals and resources to foster 
social connection, reduce consumption, and promote 
sustainability. The concept originated in Denmark and was 
introduced to the U.S. in the 1980s, with communities 
designed to encourage interaction and mutual support among 
neighbors. 

See also “East Lake Commons Cohousing” and “Lake Claire 
Cohousing” in this document. 
 

Commissioner Ted Terry See “Ted Terry, Commissioner, Super District 6” in this 
document. 

Committees of the Board of 
Commissioners 

See “Standing Committees of the Board of Commissioners” in 
this document. 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZATIONALACT_0.pdf
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZATIONALACT_0.pdf
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Community Councils The Community Councils are volunteer citizen advisory 

groups that review zoning, land use, and other related 
requests and make recommendations to the Planning 
Commission and Board of Commissioners. Each of the five 
districts in DeKalb County has its own Community Council. 
Each council has 15 members, appointed by the district 
commissioner and super district commissioners. 
 
The purpose of the Council is to ensure that residents have 
the opportunity to share their perspective. Its mission is to 
encourage development to improve the quality of life for all 
residents of DeKalb County, which includes involving 
communities to understand both the process and policies of 
planning and zoning. 

https://dekalbcountyga.granicus.com/boards/w/968f9572ef221
1df/boards/7125 

Community Development 
Department 

The mission of the Community Development Department is to 
develop viable urban communities that principally benefit low-
to-moderate income persons and work collaboratively with 
nonprofit agencies, governmental entities at all levels, the 
business community, the faith-based community, residents, 
and schools. Community Development works primarily with 
funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). 
 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/community-
development/community-development 
 

Comprehensive Housing Plan A “Resolution to Establish the Framework for a Housing Plan 
for DeKalb County” was approved in August of 2024. The new 
housing plan will serve as a guiding framework for tackling a 
wide range of housing challenges across the County. 
 
The request for proposals (RFP) to develop the plan has been 
up for a vote at the Board of Commissioners as documented 
on the webpage below: 
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID
=7404453&GUID=53679F95-DB68-4941-803A-
7AC9C3316957 
 

https://dekalbcountyga.granicus.com/boards/w/968f9572ef2211df/boards/7125
https://dekalbcountyga.granicus.com/boards/w/968f9572ef2211df/boards/7125
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/community-development/community-development
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/community-development/community-development
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7404453&GUID=53679F95-DB68-4941-803A-7AC9C3316957
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7404453&GUID=53679F95-DB68-4941-803A-7AC9C3316957
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7404453&GUID=53679F95-DB68-4941-803A-7AC9C3316957
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Cottage Housing Cottage housing is a type of development consisting of 

multiple smaller detached homes that share common areas. 
This housing choice provides more compact urban 
development and expands the range of available housing 
types. Cottage housing can be an attractive option for a wide 
variety of community members, including older adults who are 
looking to downsize, families, and young adults. It exists on 
the housing spectrum between single-family homes and high-
density apartment buildings and [may be] considered a type of 
“infill housing”— therefore it [may be] included among other 
missing middle housing options.  
 
Cottage housing is typically characterized by: 
• Groups of detached, small-scale, homes 
• Orientation around common open space like a garden, 

courtyard, or walkway 
• Parking spaces situated either at the side or rear of the 

cottages, or in an attached garage 
• An emphasis around community 
https://www.mbaks.com/docs/default-
source/documents/advocacy/issue-briefs/cottage-housing-
issue-brief.pdf 
 
Municode for DeKalb Single Family Cottage Development 
Municode, Chapter 27, Sec. 5.7.9. - Single-family, cottage 
development 
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of
_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART5SIDEBUFOS
T_27-5.7_DIVISION_7BUFOCOST_S5.7.9SIMICODE 
 
Related Article 
Commissioner Terry Advances DeKalb Green New Deal 
Agenda, Paving the Way for Sustainable Cottage 
Communities During Nationwide Housing Crisis ( 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-terry-
advances-dekalb-green-new-deal-agenda-paving-way-
sustainable-
cottage#:~:text=Commissioner%20Ted%20Terry%20(D%2DD
istrict,sustainably%20increasing%20affordable%20housing%2
0stock. 
 
 

DeKalb Board of Commissioners See “Board of Commissioners” in this document.  
DeKalb County Code See “Municipal Code” in this document. 
DeKalb County Housing 
Affordability Study 

See “Housing Affordability Study for DeKalb County” in this 
document. 

https://www.mbaks.com/docs/default-source/documents/advocacy/issue-briefs/cottage-housing-issue-brief.pdf
https://www.mbaks.com/docs/default-source/documents/advocacy/issue-briefs/cottage-housing-issue-brief.pdf
https://www.mbaks.com/docs/default-source/documents/advocacy/issue-briefs/cottage-housing-issue-brief.pdf
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART5SIDEBUFOST_27-5.7_DIVISION_7BUFOCOST_S5.7.9SIMICODE
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART5SIDEBUFOST_27-5.7_DIVISION_7BUFOCOST_S5.7.9SIMICODE
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO_ART5SIDEBUFOST_27-5.7_DIVISION_7BUFOCOST_S5.7.9SIMICODE
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-terry-advances-dekalb-green-new-deal-agenda-paving-way-sustainable-cottage#:~:text=Commissioner%20Ted%20Terry%20(D%2DDistrict,sustainably%20increasing%20affordable%20housing%20stock
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-terry-advances-dekalb-green-new-deal-agenda-paving-way-sustainable-cottage#:~:text=Commissioner%20Ted%20Terry%20(D%2DDistrict,sustainably%20increasing%20affordable%20housing%20stock
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-terry-advances-dekalb-green-new-deal-agenda-paving-way-sustainable-cottage#:~:text=Commissioner%20Ted%20Terry%20(D%2DDistrict,sustainably%20increasing%20affordable%20housing%20stock
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-terry-advances-dekalb-green-new-deal-agenda-paving-way-sustainable-cottage#:~:text=Commissioner%20Ted%20Terry%20(D%2DDistrict,sustainably%20increasing%20affordable%20housing%20stock
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-terry-advances-dekalb-green-new-deal-agenda-paving-way-sustainable-cottage#:~:text=Commissioner%20Ted%20Terry%20(D%2DDistrict,sustainably%20increasing%20affordable%20housing%20stock
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-terry-advances-dekalb-green-new-deal-agenda-paving-way-sustainable-cottage#:~:text=Commissioner%20Ted%20Terry%20(D%2DDistrict,sustainably%20increasing%20affordable%20housing%20stock
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
District Maps  Go to the webpage below for district maps for DeKalb County. 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-
elections/dekalb-county-district-maps 
 

East Lake Commons Cohousing East Lake Commons (ELC) is a cohousing community 
consisting of 67 fee simple townhomes on 20 acres of land. It 
is pedestrian friendly, intergenerational, and located about 5 
miles from downtown Atlanta in Decatur Georgia. It is a self-
proclaimed housing environment that values community, 
embraces diversity, and loves our planet.  
 
See also “Cohousing” and “Lake Claire Cohousing” in this 
document. 
 

Engage DeKalb Engage DeKalb is the County’s online public engagement 
platform. It is open to everyone who lives, works, or plays in 
DeKalb; as well as people who own property or a business in 
the County. This engagement platform is a way to provide 
input to county staff quickly and easily. Learn what is 
happening in local government and share your thoughts on 
projects, programs, and topics.  
 
Register for Engage DeKalb on the webpage below. 
https://engagedekalb.dekalbcountyga.gov/about 
 

Habitat for Humanity - DeKalb 
 

Habitat for Humanity - DeKalb is a nonprofit organization that 
helps families build and improve places to call home. The 
organization believes affordable housing, home repairs, and 
homeownership education play a critical role in strong and 
stable communities. They operate with an Executive Director 
and small staff, supported by a volunteer Board of Directors 
and many volunteers. 
 
Note that Habitat for Humanity - DeKalb builds houses and 
repairs and remodels houses for aging in place. 
 
https://dekalbhabitat.org/ 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-elections/dekalb-county-district-maps
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-elections/dekalb-county-district-maps
https://engagedekalb.dekalbcountyga.gov/about
https://dekalbhabitat.org/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Historic Preservation 
Commission 

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is a volunteer 
committee made up of seven (7) residents of DeKalb County 
and was established by Chapter 13.5 of the DeKalb County 
Code of Ordinances (municode). The HPC oversees the 
review of local historic districts, landmarks, and other 
preservation matters on the behalf of the DeKalb County 
government. 
 
Municode Chapter 13.5 - Historic Preservation 
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of
_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH13.5HIPR 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2024-
05/Historic%20Preservation%20Commission%20FAQ.pdf 
 

Housing Affordability Study for 
DeKalb County 

The “DeKalb County Housing Affordability Study” provides 
enlightening and concerning facts about the state of affordable 
housing in the County. The report was commissioned by the 
DeKalb County Department of Community Development to 
assist the county officials and other interested stakeholders in 
gaining a deeper understanding of the affordable housing 
challenges in the County. One of the key objectives was for 
the report to offer a set of specific recommendations for the 
County to consider in moving forward to address its affordable 
housing needs and opportunities. 
 
The report is 285 pages. We suggest that you start by reading 
the summary presented as a PowerPoint PDF in “Review of 
Housing Challenges within DeKalb County.”  
 
NOTE: The original report is stored on Scribd. You should be 
able to read the online report without subscribing to Scribd or 
getting a free trial. We are investigating how to store a copy of 
the report on the Aging in Placers webpage, which is being 
developed. 
 
DeKalb County Housing Affordability Study 
https://www.scribd.com/document/619370298/DeKalb-County-
Housing-Affordability-Study 
 
Review of Housing Challenges within DeKalb County  
https://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/CommitteeDocuments/
2022/Housing/Oct_12/Central_Staff_PECS_Presentation.pdf 
 

https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH13.5HIPR
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH13.5HIPR
https://www.scribd.com/document/619370298/DeKalb-County-Housing-Affordability-Study
https://www.scribd.com/document/619370298/DeKalb-County-Housing-Affordability-Study
https://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/CommitteeDocuments/2022/Housing/Oct_12/Central_Staff_PECS_Presentation.pdf
https://www.house.ga.gov/Documents/CommitteeDocuments/2022/Housing/Oct_12/Central_Staff_PECS_Presentation.pdf
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Human Services Department  The Human Services Department provides direct services and 

also plays a central role in coordinating a comprehensive 
network of county professionals, programs, services, and 
community partnerships dedicated to enhancing the well-
being of over 750,000 DeKalb County residents. Our team 
and network of professionals offer a diverse range of services 
that cater to the fundamental needs of families, spanning from 
infants, school-aged children, youth, adults, to seniors.  
 
This is achieved through a combination of direct services 
provided by our dedicated Human Services staff, grant 
administration, collaboration with direct services 
subcontractors, and partnership programs. 
 
The DeKalb Human Services Department is fully dedicated to 
the vital task of Connecting Families to Services. 
 
The Office of Aging is within the Human Services Department.  
 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/human-
services 
 
See also “Office of Aging” in this document.  
 

Lake Claire Cohousing Lake Claire Cohousing is an urban cohousing community 
consisting of 12 townhouses and a common house on one 
acre. The architecture and gardens create a European village 
feeling on the small site. The community is located in the Lake 
Claire neighborhood of Atlanta. Lake Claire Cohousing was 
the first cohousing community built in Georgia and one of the 
first in the Southeast. 
https://www.lakeclairecohousing.org/ 
 
See also “Cohousing” and “East Lake Commons Cohousing” 
in this document. 
 

Land Bank See “Regional Land Bank Authority” in this document. 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/human-services
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/human-services
https://www.lakeclairecohousing.org/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Meeting Types for DeKalb 
County Commissioners 

DeKalb County Board of Commissioners (BOC) has four 
types of meetings: 
1. Board of Commissioners Regular Meetings 
2. Committee of the Whole 
3. Special Called Meetings 
4. Meetings of the Standing Committees 
 
1. The Board of Commissioners meetings are normally held 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month. For these 
meetings, the public is allowed to speak during both the Public 
Comments and Public Hearing. Each has its own published 
guidelines on public testimony, which are explained on the 
webpage at the address below: 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-
hearing-and-comments 
 
NOTE: The explanation "To submit a public comment for 
remote hearing" was a COVID protocol and is no longer 
correct. The webpage is being updated. In addition to the 
webpage, instructions are provided at BOC meetings.  
 
2. The Committee of the Whole (COW) is an agenda-setting 
meeting that includes all Commissioners and allows the Board 
to discuss issues brought forth by Board action, the presiding 
officer of the Commission, or presentations and proposals by 
the CEO's administration.  
 
3. Special Called Meetings are any meetings not regularly 
scheduled.  
 
4. Members of the public can also attend meetings of the five 
standing committees within the commission.  
See “Standing Committees of the Board of Commissioners” in 
this document. 
 
Meeting Times and Locations 
Visit the County's Public Calendar, Meetings Calendar, or 
Events webpage for details, including meeting dates, times, 
locations, and agendas (when available).  

https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/meeting-calendar 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/event-calendar 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-hearing-and-comments
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-hearing-and-comments
https://dekalbcountyga.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/meeting-calendar
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/event-calendar
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Missing Middle Housing Missing Middle Housing refers to a range of multi-unit or 

clustered housing types that fit between detached single-
family homes and mid-to-high-rise apartment buildings. These 
housing options, such as cottages, bungalow courts, 
duplexes, and triplexes are designed to be compatible with 
existing neighborhoods, walkable, and can offer more 
affordable housing options. 
 
Article by Commissioner Terry: Creating middle housing in 
DeKalb County. https://saportareport.com/creating-middle-
housing-in-dekalb-county/columnists/guestcolumn/derek/ 
 
NOTE: Some also refer to missing middle housing as missing 
housing for the middle class as stated in this article 
announcing sponsorship for the DeKalb County Workforce 
Housing Ordinance.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-larry-
johnson-sponsors-dekalb-county-workforce-housing-
ordinance.  
 
EXAMPLE: City Of Decatur Missing Middle Housing 
1. The Decatur City Commission adopted the missing middle 
housing ordinance to re-allow duplexes, triplexes and 
quadplexes: https://decaturish.com/2024/12/two-duplexes-
constructed-in-decatur-since-re-allowing-missing-middle-
housing/ 
 
2. Summary and recommendation regarding missing middle 
housing from the Decatur City staff: 
https://www.decaturga.com/media/26056 
 
3. Rezoning application for cottages as missing middle 
housing in Decatur: 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2025-
01/2883%20%26%202893%20Midway%20Road%20Z-25-
1247356.pdf 
 

Municipal Code The Municipal Code (Municode) is the collection of DeKalb 
County laws, or ordinances, enacted by the county to address 
various aspects of community life, such as zoning, public 
safety, building regulations, and other rules that govern the 
County. DeKalb County enacts and enforces the codes.  
 
Go to the webpage below for the DeKalb County Municode: 
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of
_ordinances?nodeId=10637 
 

https://saportareport.com/creating-middle-housing-in-dekalb-county/columnists/guestcolumn/derek/
https://saportareport.com/creating-middle-housing-in-dekalb-county/columnists/guestcolumn/derek/
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-larry-johnson-sponsors-dekalb-county-workforce-housing-ordinance
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-larry-johnson-sponsors-dekalb-county-workforce-housing-ordinance
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/news/commissioner-larry-johnson-sponsors-dekalb-county-workforce-housing-ordinance
https://decaturish.com/2024/12/two-duplexes-constructed-in-decatur-since-re-allowing-missing-middle-housing/
https://decaturish.com/2024/12/two-duplexes-constructed-in-decatur-since-re-allowing-missing-middle-housing/
https://decaturish.com/2024/12/two-duplexes-constructed-in-decatur-since-re-allowing-missing-middle-housing/
https://www.decaturga.com/media/26056
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=10637
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=10637
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
NIMBY NIMBY, or “Not In My Backyard,” is a characterization of 

opposition by residents to proposed real estate development 
and infrastructure developments in their local area, as well as 
support for strict land use regulations. 
 
See also YIMBY in this document. 
 

Office of Aging The DeKalb County Office of Aging (OA) serves the County’s 
growing and diverse community of older adults and their 
families. The Office is dedicated to helping older adults live 
with dignity, independence, and purpose, while supporting the 
families and caregivers who support them. 
 

As the designated Home and Community Based Services 
Program Provider (HCBS) for DeKalb County, mandated by 
the Older Americans Act, the Office of Aging serves eligible 
seniors aged 60 and older through a comprehensive range of 
community-based services, ranging from personalized care 
planning and advocacy to home services, senior center 
transportation, senior centers, health and wellness programs, 
support for individuals and their care partners, an extensive 
information and referral services, and much more.  
 

Note that information and referral services connect families to 
trusted resources, benefits, and support systems including: 
• Housing support referrals (home repair, and rental & utility 

assistance). 
• Comprehensive Resource Directory (social services, 

community organizations, government agencies) 
• Health & Housing Coalition partnerships for the uninsured 

and underinsured 
• Monthly “Lunch & Learn” webinars showcasing local service 

providers 
 

For details and contact information, go to the Office of Aging 
webpage: 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/office-
aging-0 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/office-aging-0
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/human-development/office-aging-0
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Organizational Act of DeKalb 
County 

The DeKalb County Organizational Act is a set of laws that 
establish the structure and governing authority of DeKalb 
County. It defines the roles and responsibilities of the Board of 
Commissioners and the Chief Executive Officer, who together 
form the governing body. More specifically, the Act outlines 
the powers of the commission, including regulating land use, 
establishing special taxing districts, and enacting ordinances. 
In addition, it addresses ethical standards, employee relations, 
and the process for filling vacancies in public offices. 
 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZA
TIONALACT_0.pdf 
 

Overlay District An overlay district is a designated area of the county with 
specific zoning regulations and design guidelines that are 
added to, or replace, the requirements of the underlying 
zoning district.  
 
For details, including the current DeKalb overlay districts, go 
to the webpage below: 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-
sustainability/overlay-districts-0 
 

Planning and Sustainability 
Department 

The DeKalb Department of Planning and Sustainability is 
responsible for guiding the county's long-term development 
and ensuring its sustainability. This includes managing 
comprehensive planning, zoning regulations, building 
development, business licensing, code compliance, and 
sustainability initiatives. The department works with various 
stakeholders to coordinate these activities and promote 
economic and social well-being while minimizing 
environmental impact. This includes partnering and 
coordinating with citizens, builders, and the business 
community. 
 
The department is divided into three primary groups: 
Administration, Planning, and Development. Planning and 
Sustainability has seven divisions; Administration; Long 
Range Planning; Current Planning; Permits, Zoning and Plan 
Review; Building Inspections; Code Compliance and the 
Office of Neighborhood Empowerment.  
 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-
sustainability/planning 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZATIONALACT_0.pdf
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/ORGANIZATIONALACT_0.pdf
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/overlay-districts-0
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/overlay-districts-0
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/planning
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/planning
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Planning Commission The Planning Commission has nine members who are 

appointed by the five districts, the two super districts, and the 
Chief Operating Officer (CEO) of DeKalb County.  
 
The Planning Commission has the authority to make 
recommendations to the Board of Commissioners (BOC) on 
applications for rezoning property, land use map 
amendments, major modifications to approved zoning 
conditions, special land use permits, amendments to the 
zoning regulations (text amendments), and plans such as the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-
sustainability/boards-and-councils 
 

Planning Website Resources 
 

The “Planning Website Resources” provides step-by-step 
instructions to look up: 
• Online zoning ordinance 
• Online overlay district regulations and design guidelines 
• Online zoning maps, including how to print them 
• Online Comprehensive Plan 
• Zoning applications and staff reports 
• Property tax, including building square footage, property 

map, and tax assessment information 
 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2025-
01/Planning%20Website%20Resources.pdf 
 

Property Tax Appeal Process For property in DeKalb, Annual Assessment Notices are 
mailed in late May or early June each year. You will have 45 
days from the date on the notice to file an appeal should you 
disagree with the value. Go to the webpage below for appeal 
process details. 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/property-appraisal/appeal-
process 
 

Public Comment See “Public Participation in DeKalb County Board of 
Commissioners Meetings” in this document.  

Public Hearings Agendas & 
Minutes 

Go to the webpage below for DeKalb County public hearings 
agendas, meetings, and quick links to other useful 
information.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-
sustainability/public-hearing-agendas-info 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/boards-and-councils
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/boards-and-councils
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/property-appraisal/appeal-process
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/property-appraisal/appeal-process
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/public-hearing-agendas-info
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/public-hearing-agendas-info
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Public Participation in Board of 
Commissioners Meetings 

The public can speak during the regular Board of 
Commissioners (BOC) meetings, normally held on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of every month. There are two sections of 
the meeting when the public can speak: 
 
1. Public Comments, which allows the public to voice county-
related requests, concerns, or opinions. 
 
2. Public Hearing, which allows the public to speak for or 
against items on the public hearing agenda. 
 
Each section has its own published guidelines. The webpages 
below provide details. In addition, instructions are provided at 
BOC meetings. 
 
Both Public Comments and Public Hearing: 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-
hearing-and-comments 
 
Note: The explanation "To submit a public comment for 
remote hearing" was a COVID protocol. The webpage is being 
updated. 
 
Specifically, Public Comments: 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-
participation 
 
Finally, the public can also attend meetings of the five 
Standing Committees within the commission.  
See “Standing Committees of the Board of Commissioners” in 
this document. 
 

Regional Land Bank Authority - The DeKalb Regional Land Bank Authority (Land Bank) is a 
public authority created to hold, manage, and develop tax 
delinquent, vacant, abandoned, dilapidated, and other 
properties. 
 

Senior Cohousing Senior cohousing are close-knit communities for people 55+ in 
which neighbors support each other, share meals, and enjoy 
common spaces while living in their own smaller homes. This 
lifestyle improves health, builds strong friendships, reduces 
costs, and makes life more fun. Like intergenerational 
cohousing, it also helps address social and environmental 
challenges. Learn more at  
https://www.cohousing.org/senior-cohousing/ 
 
See also “Cohousing,” Eastlake Commons Cohousing,” and 
“Lake Claire Cohousing” in this document. 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-hearing-and-comments
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-hearing-and-comments
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-participation
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-participation
https://www.cohousing.org/senior-cohousing/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Senior Services See “Office of Aging” in this document. 

 
Single-Family Cottage 
Development 

See “Cottage Housing” in this document. 
 

Standing Committees of the 
Board of Commissioners 

The Board of Commissioners (BOC) has five standing 
committees:  
• County Operations (OPS) 
• Employee Relations & Public Safety (ERPS) 
• Public Works & Infrastructure (PWI) 
• Planning, Economic Development, & Community Services 

(PECS) 
• Finance, Audit, & Budget (FAB) 
 
County Operations (OPS) Committee 
OPS has the authority to handle all subjects regarding 
matters of countywide support services and the effective 
provision of departments associated allocation of costs. 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-
commissioners/county-operations-ops-committee 
 
Employee Relations & Public Safety (ERPS) Committee 
ERPS has the authority to handle all subjects regarding best 
practices and policy formulation towards the maintenance of 
a fiscally sustainable and attractive system of benefits for all 
county employees. Additionally, the committee reviews 
efforts to maintain the quality and integrity of countywide fire 
and rescue and emergency medical services. 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-
commissioners/employee-relations-public-safety-erps-
committee 
 
(Continued on next page) 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/county-operations-ops-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/county-operations-ops-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/employee-relations-public-safety-erps-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/employee-relations-public-safety-erps-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/employee-relations-public-safety-erps-committee
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Standing Committees of the 
Board of Commissioners 
(Continued) 

Public Works & Infrastructure (PWI) Committee 
PWI has the authority to handle all subjects regarding 
matters of countywide public works services and the effective 
provision of departments associated allocation of costs. 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-
commissioners/public-works-infrastructure-pwi-committee 
 
Planning, Economic Development, & Community Services 
(PECS) Committee 
PECS has the authority to review and recommend policy for 
all of the county’s planning functions; also, for the 
coordination of services to provide a robust multi-faceted 
community development program and provide oversight of 
the county’s economic development initiatives including 
review of the Intergovernmental Agreements. 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-
commissioners/planning-economic-development-and-
community-services-pecs-committee 
 
Finance, Audit, & Budget (FAB) Committee 
FAB is responsible for reviewing the Chief Executive 
Officer’s proposed budget in accordance with the 
Organizational Act and making recommendations on the 
budget and related policies prior to its final adoption by the 
Board of Commissioners. The committee also has the 
authority to review and recommend any items that affect 
revenues or expenditures of various subject areas. 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-
commissioners/finance-audit-budget-fab-committee 
 
See also “Organizational Act of DeKalb County” in this 
document.  
 

Ted Terry, Commissioner, Super 
District 6 

Go to the web address below for information about 
Commissioner Terry, the Terry Team, District 6 Initiatives, and 
other helpful information. 
https://commissionertedterry.com/ 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-works-infrastructure-pwi-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/public-works-infrastructure-pwi-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/planning-economic-development-and-community-services-pecs-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/planning-economic-development-and-community-services-pecs-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/planning-economic-development-and-community-services-pecs-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/finance-audit-budget-fab-committee
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/board-commissioners/finance-audit-budget-fab-committee
https://commissionertedterry.com/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Trails in DeKalb County DeKalb County offers a variety of trails for hiking, biking, and 

walking. Popular options include the trails within Stone 
Mountain Park and Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area, 
as well as the South Peachtree Creek Trail and the South 
River Trail. Additionally, parks like Lullwater Park, Henderson 
Park, and Mason Mill Park offer scenic trails. 
 
Vision Network 
Go to this webpage for the Vision Network: 
https://www.dekalbgatrails.com/resources,  
or click this address to go directly to the network map: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5174c55a5d0a4a06
b5f60a5d000b02e3/page/Page 
 
DeKalb Trail & Greenway Master Plan 
https://www.dekalbgatrails.com/ 
 
Path Foundation Regional Trails 
https://www.pathfoundation.org/our-trails 
 

Village Conservation Community A Village Conservation Community (VCC) is one or more 
“conservation village or hamlet clusters” connected or 
surrounded by preserved lands that meet the VCC 
conservation metrics and provide an opportunity for 
developing walkable communities connecting residents to 
preserved woodlands and urban agriculture. 
 
FarmerD Farms: A leader in village conservation 
development: https://www.farmerd.com/portfolio#farms 
 
Example of a VCC in DeKalb: Pendergrass Farm in DeKalb 
County (Please focus on the concept. Ignore home costs.) 
https://pendergrastfarm.com/ 
 
Another Urban Farm worth noting is the G.R.O.V.E. Urban 
Farm in Atlanta. It started in 2010 as a community garden 
developed through The Greater Piney Grove Community 
Development Corporation’s “Go Green” initiative. Today, the 
farm serves the Parkview neighborhood, The Villages of East 
Lake, and two senior communities. 
https://www.foodwellalliance.org/the-grove-urban-farm 
 

Website for DeKalb County Go to this web address to access the DeKalb County website: 
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/ 
 

https://www.dekalbgatrails.com/resources
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5174c55a5d0a4a06b5f60a5d000b02e3/page/Page
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/5174c55a5d0a4a06b5f60a5d000b02e3/page/Page
https://www.dekalbgatrails.com/
https://www.pathfoundation.org/our-trails
https://www.farmerd.com/portfolio#farms
https://pendergrastfarm.com/
https://www.foodwellalliance.org/the-grove-urban-farm
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
YIMBY YIMBY, or "Yes In My Backyard," describes a person or group 

that supports development, particularly housing, in their local 
area, often in contrast to NIMBYism (Not In My Backyard) 
where residents oppose development. YIMBYs generally 
believe that more housing, including high-density and 
affordable options, is crucial for addressing housing shortages 
and affordability issues. 
 
A YIMBY organization is at this website. It is a network of 
people who advocate for abundant, affordable housing and 
inclusive, sustainable communities across the United States. 
https://yimbyaction.org/ 
 
See also “NIMBY” in this document. 
 

Zoning Zoning is the practice of dividing the community into separate 
districts by which land use activity and intensity of uses are 
regulated. The zoning regulations determine what types of 
buildings can be constructed (for example, residential, 
commercial, industrial) and where they can be located. Zoning 
also addresses development standards such as lot size, 
building height, density limits, streetscape, and parking 
requirements. Development must comply with all applicable 
ordinances within the code. 
 
According to the DeKalb County website, the zoning code is 
the most important of the many tools the County uses to 
regulate land use and development. 
 
Zoning in the DeKalb Municipal Code (Municode) 
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of
_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO 
 
See also “Zoning Update” in this document. 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBoA) has the authority to 
make decisions on applications for primary variances, appeals 
of administration (staff) approvals, interpretations, and other 
decisions and exemptions from the Tree Ordinance. The 
Board has seven (7) members who are appointed by each of 
the members of the Board of Commissioners.  
 

https://yimbyaction.org/
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO
https://library.municode.com/ga/dekalb_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CODECO_CH27ZO
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Zoning Boards and Councils There are five (5) different boards and councils that are vital to 

the decision-making process for zoning: 
• Board of Commissioners 
• Zoning Board of Appeals 
• Historic Preservation Commission 
• Planning Commission 
• Community Council 
 
Click the links above for the definitions or search for them in 
this document. 
 

Zoning Process The DeKalb County zoning process generally involves an 
initial application, advertisement, review by staff, potentially a 
Community Council review, and then public hearings with the 
Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners before a 
final decision. Specific steps and requirements depend on the 
type of zoning change requested, such as a rezoning, 
variance, or special land use permit.  
 

 
 
Go to the web address below for the Zoning webpage.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-
sustainability/zoning 
 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/zoning
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/zoning
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Zoning Update The County will soon begin significant updates to the DeKalb 

County Zoning Ordinance. The update should implement the 
goals and action items from the DeKalb 2050 Unified Plan.  
 
In addition, the zoning update seeks to modernize the current 
Zoning Ordinance to meet contemporary and future land 
development needs and desires while balancing public health, 
safety, and welfare. DeKalb also seeks to include streamlined 
procedures, increased illustrations, and simplified language to 
increase public understanding.  
 
The bulk of the updates should focus on the use table (Table 
4.1 in the Zoning Ordinance); development standards for 
residential, commercial, and mixed-use development; parking 
standards; consideration of no more than five (5) new special 
purpose districts; refinement of existing zoning districts; 
administrative procedures; and updated terms/definitions. 
Adjustment to overlay districts, if any, will be minimal.  
 
Along with the Zoning Update, the Sign Ordinance will be 
updated. The last update to the Sign Ordinance was in 2003. 
The goal of this update is to create clear, comprehensive sign 
regulations that effectively balance legitimate business and 
development needs with a safe and aesthetically attractive 
environment for residents, workers, and visitors to DeKalb 
County now and into the future. 
 
NOTE: This summary was adapted from “REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS (RFP) NO. 24-500662 FOR ZONING 
ORDINANCE & SIGN ORDINANCE UPDATE PROJECT.” 
 
See also “2050 Unified Plan” in this document.  
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Atlanta Regional Commission 
The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) is our Area Agency on Aging (AAA). It serves the 
counties of Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry, 
and Rockdale.  
 
As a federally designated AAA, the ARC receives funding through the federal Older 
Americans Act for much of the work performed by the agency’s Aging & Independence 
Services Group and partners within the counties listed above that it serves. Additional 
funding is provided by the federal Social Services Block Grant, Medicaid waiver programs, 
federal corporation for National and Community Service, and a range of state programs, 
along with a variety of public and private grants. The ARC also provides services through 
public/private partnerships with health care providers and insurers and housing providers. 
 
ARC offers many excellent resources related to housing, aging in place, and lifelong 
communities. The table below introduces only a few of those resources. At your 
convenience, please browse the ARC website at https://atlantaregional.org/. 
 
Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
A-B-Cs of Advocacy: Stand Up 
for Aging Issues that Affect Us 
All 

This is ARC’s advocacy tips for working with people elected to 
represent you. 
https://empowerline.org/the-a-b-cs-of-advocacy-stand-up-for-
aging-issues-that-affect-us-all/ 
 

Aging & Independence Policy 
Briefs 

The policy briefs are designed for readers to better 
understand certain challenges unique to older people and 
suggest solutions to create lifelong communities. 
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-
resources/aging-health-planning/aging-and-independence-
policy-briefings/ 
 

Aging & Independence Services 
 

ARC’s Aging & Independence Services Group works to 
prepare the 10-county metropolitan area to address the future 
needs of our changing society while ensuring adequate 
services and support are available to individuals and their 
families living in our community today. 
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-
resources/aging_and_health/ 
 

Area Agencies on Aging 
 

An area agency on aging (AAA) is a public or private nonprofit 
agency designated by a state to address the needs and 
concerns of all older persons at the regional and local levels. 
AAA is a general term — names of local AAAs may vary. 
 
 
(Continued on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://atlantaregional.org/
https://empowerline.org/the-a-b-cs-of-advocacy-stand-up-for-aging-issues-that-affect-us-all/
https://empowerline.org/the-a-b-cs-of-advocacy-stand-up-for-aging-issues-that-affect-us-all/
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-resources/aging-health-planning/aging-and-independence-policy-briefings/
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-resources/aging-health-planning/aging-and-independence-policy-briefings/
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-resources/aging-health-planning/aging-and-independence-policy-briefings/
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-resources/aging-health-planning/aging-and-independence-policy-briefings/
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-resources/aging-health-planning/aging-and-independence-policy-briefings/
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-resources/aging_and_health/
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/aging-services-and-resources/aging_and_health/


 Version 3 of Library of Resources   09/16/2025 
 

Page 26 of 34 
 

Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Area Agencies on Aging 
(Continued) 

AAAs coordinate and offer services that help older adults 
remain in their homes, if that is their preference, aided by 
services such as home-delivered meals, homemaker 
assistance, and whatever else it may take to make 
independent living a viable option. By making a range of 
supports available, AAAs make it possible for older individuals 
to choose the services and living arrangements that suit them 
best. 
 
Our federally designated AAA is the Atlanta Regional 
Commission (ARC). It serves the counties of Cherokee, 
Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Fulton, Gwinnett, 
Henry, and Rockdale. For more information, go to the 
introduction to this Atlanta Regional Commission section of 
this document.  
 
For details on AAAs, go here:  
https://acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability-networks/area-
agencies-aging 
 

DeKalb County Homeownership: 
Senior Home Ownership 
Challenges 
 

The two-page document summarizes senior home ownership 
challenges in DeKalb County, recommends solutions, and 
concludes with a community success story. 
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/dekalb-co-
homeownership.pdf 
 

Empowerline 
 

Empowerline connects people to services and support.  
Its phone and online counselors link people with trusted 
community services — such as meals, transportation, 
resources to help care for a loved one, housing, assistance at 
home, and healthcare providers — to help them live their best 
lives. 
 
Empowerline also helps to educate via its website and social 
media and through community and professional outreach 
events, Empowerline provides information about a variety of 
issues, from preparing for retirement, to Medicare and 
Medicaid help, to finding volunteer opportunities to remain 
socially engaged and plugged in. 
https://empowerline.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability-networks/area-agencies-aging
https://acl.gov/programs/aging-and-disability-networks/area-agencies-aging
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/dekalb-co-homeownership.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/dekalb-co-homeownership.pdf
https://empowerline.org/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Expanding Unaffordability 
Across the Region 

The ARC “Housing” webpage provides a summary and links 
to many resources. One striking visual on the page is 
“Expanding Unaffordability Across the Region,” which reveals 
changes in median [home] sale prices across the region. It 
also notes that in 2022, the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 
announced that the Metro Atlanta area had become 
unaffordable.  
 
Scroll down to the map on the webpage below and pause to 
see the colors change based on the map legend.  
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/housing/ 
 

Lifelong Communities  ARC defines lifelong communities as “communities that 
provide a high quality of life for all, no matter their age or 
ability. This includes affordable housing choices, accessible 
and located near services, along with mobility options that 
ensure that individuals can access basic services and remain 
independent as they age.” 
 

https://documents.atlantaregional.com/plan2040/quickguides/t
p_PLAN_2040_FS_LLC.pdf 
 
 
The design, architecture, planning, and aging and health 
experts working with ARC agreed on seven (7) core principles 
for lifelong communities: 
1. Connectivity 
2. Pedestrian access and transit 
3. Neighborhood retail and services 
4. Social interaction 
5. Mix of dwelling types 
6. Healthy living 
7. Consideration for existing residents 
 

Lifelong Communities 
Assessment 

This assessment provides a first step for communities to 
assess existing conditions and identify opportunities to better 
meet the needs of residents of all ages and abilities. 
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/llc-
communityassessment-survey.pdf 
 

Lifelong Communities Handbook This handbook guides local communities in community design 
and development that fosters age-friendly communities. 
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/lifelong-
communities-handbook.pdf 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/housing/
https://documents.atlantaregional.com/plan2040/quickguides/tp_PLAN_2040_FS_LLC.pdf
https://documents.atlantaregional.com/plan2040/quickguides/tp_PLAN_2040_FS_LLC.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/llc-communityassessment-survey.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/llc-communityassessment-survey.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/llc-communityassessment-survey.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/llc-communityassessment-survey.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/lifelong-communities-handbook.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/lifelong-communities-handbook.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/lifelong-communities-handbook.pdf
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Metro Atlanta’s Senior Housing 
Shortage 

This policy brief focuses on the fact that there is not enough 
quality, affordable housing in metro Atlanta to meet the needs 
of the region’s fast-growing population of older adults. 
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/ais-policy-
brief-senior-housing-shortage-20240731.pdf 

Older Americans Act Congress passed the Older Americans Act (OAA) in 1965 in 
response to concern by policymakers about a lack of 
community social services for older persons. The original 
legislation established authority for grants to states for 
community planning and social services, research and 
development projects, and personnel training in the field of 
aging. The law also established the Administration on Aging 
(AoA) to administer the newly created grant programs and to 
serve as the federal focal point on matters concerning older 
persons. 
 
Although older individuals may receive services under many 
other federal programs, today the OAA is considered to be a 
major vehicle for the organization and delivery of social and 
nutrition services to this group and their caregivers. It 
authorizes a wide array of service programs through a 
national network of 56 state agencies on aging, 618 area 
agencies on aging, nearly 20,000 service providers, 281 Tribal 
organizations, and 1 Native Hawaiian organization 
representing 400 Tribes. The OAA also includes community 
service employment for low-income older Americans; training, 
research, and demonstration activities in the field of aging; 
and vulnerable elder rights protection activities. 
https://acl.gov/about-acl/authorizing-statutes/older-americans-
act#:~:text=Congress%20passed%20the%20Older%20Ameri
cans,vulnerable%20elder%20rights%20protection%20activitie
s. 
 

https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/ais-policy-brief-senior-housing-shortage-20240731.pdf
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/ais-policy-brief-senior-housing-shortage-20240731.pdf
https://acl.gov/about-acl/authorizing-statutes/older-americans-act#:~:text=Congress%20passed%20the%20Older%20Americans,vulnerable%20elder%20rights%20protection%20activities
https://acl.gov/about-acl/authorizing-statutes/older-americans-act#:~:text=Congress%20passed%20the%20Older%20Americans,vulnerable%20elder%20rights%20protection%20activities
https://acl.gov/about-acl/authorizing-statutes/older-americans-act#:~:text=Congress%20passed%20the%20Older%20Americans,vulnerable%20elder%20rights%20protection%20activities
https://acl.gov/about-acl/authorizing-statutes/older-americans-act#:~:text=Congress%20passed%20the%20Older%20Americans,vulnerable%20elder%20rights%20protection%20activities
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AARP 
 
AARP is one of the best sources for information about aging in place and overall housing 
for older adults. Below are only a few of the excellent resources.  
 

 
  

Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Checklist for Aging in Place In “Your Home Checklist for Aging in Place,” experts provide 

recommendations for changes that will help older adults stay 
in their homes longer. The keys are to start with small projects 
and anticipate future needs. 
 

https://www.aarp.org/home-living/aging-in-place-checklist/ 
 

HomeFit Guide  
 

The “HomeFit Guide” features smart ways to make your home 
comfortable, safe, and fit for people of all ages. It covers 
bedroom, bathroom, kitchen, furniture, flooring, and lighting.  
Here, you will also find a Room-by-Room Video Tour of the 
AARP HomeFit Guide and you can take a HomeFit Quiz. 
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/housing/info-
2020/homefit-guide/ 
 

Livable Communities AARP Livable Communities includes information and 
inspiration for local leaders so that communities can be livable 
for people of all ages. https://www.aarp.org/livable-
communities/ 
 
Download the one-page infographic:  
"In a Livable Community ..." Handout (available in five 
languages). https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/tool-
kits-resources/in-a-livable-community-printable-download/ 
 
Watch the video: “What is a Livable Community?” 
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/about/info-
2020/video-what-is-a-livable-community.html 
 
Read the article: “Where we live, where we age: Trends in 
home and community preferences.” 
https://livablecommunities.aarpinternational.org 

https://www.aarp.org/home-living/aging-in-place-checklist/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/housing/info-2020/homefit-guide/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/housing/info-2020/homefit-guide/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/tool-kits-resources/in-a-livable-community-printable-download/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/tool-kits-resources/in-a-livable-community-printable-download/
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/about/info-2020/video-what-is-a-livable-community.html
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/about/info-2020/video-what-is-a-livable-community.html
https://livablecommunities.aarpinternational.org/
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Other Resources 
 
Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
AgeWell Atlanta Neighborhood 
Program 

The AgeWell Atlanta Neighborhood Program (formerly NORC) 
is designed to help older adults remain in their own homes 
and improve their quality of life by reducing social isolation, 
connection with community resources, and helping to ensure 
their environment is as safe as possible. The program 
provides services such as home safety improvements, 
enrichment opportunities, transportation assistance, and 
access to healthcare.  
 
The AgeWell Atlanta website explains that the program was 
created with a mission to offer assistance for senior adults in 
the Jewish community to “Age Well” through improved 
independence, quality of life, and social connection. Through 
a collaborative partnership of four Atlanta Jewish agencies, 
AgeWell Atlanta provides expert advice, guidance, and a 
unique depth of experience and offerings. 
 
Services are available in Dunwoody, East Cobb, Roswell, 
Toco Hills, and other neighborhoods. Those interested in the 
program should inquire to determine if AgeWell services are 
available in their neighborhoods. For more information, go to 
the website below:  
https://agewellatl.org/ 
 
See also “Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities 
(NORCs)” in this document. 
 

Aging-in-Place Remodeling 
Checklist 

The National Association of Home Builders offers the “Aging-
In-Place Remodeling Checklist: Essential Guide for Home 
Adaptation.” 
 
https://www.nahb.org/education-and-
events/credentials/certified-aging-in-place-specialist-
caps/additional-resources/aging-in-place-remodeling-checklist 
 

AJC Aging in Atlanta The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (AJC) “Aging in Place” 
section presents content focused on subjects of specific 
interest to the 55+ community, including healthy living, estate 
planning, navigating Medicare, and things to do. The year 
2025 marked the tenth year for AJC Aging in Atlanta. Look for 
Aging in Atlanta special sections in Sunday editions of The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution in their ePaper and newspaper. 
 
To get specialized news and articles about aging in place, 
health information and more, sign up for the Aging in Atlanta 
newsletter.https://www.ajc.com/wellness/aging-in-
atlanta/#:~:text=2025%20marks%20the%20tenth%20year,spe
cial%20sections%20publishing%20each%20month 

https://agewellatl.org/
https://www.nahb.org/education-and-events/credentials/certified-aging-in-place-specialist-caps/additional-resources/aging-in-place-remodeling-checklist
https://www.nahb.org/education-and-events/credentials/certified-aging-in-place-specialist-caps/additional-resources/aging-in-place-remodeling-checklist
https://www.nahb.org/education-and-events/credentials/certified-aging-in-place-specialist-caps/additional-resources/aging-in-place-remodeling-checklist
https://www.ajc.com/wellness/aging-in-atlanta/#:~:text=2025%20marks%20the%20tenth%20year,special%20sections%20publishing%20each%20month
https://www.ajc.com/wellness/aging-in-atlanta/#:~:text=2025%20marks%20the%20tenth%20year,special%20sections%20publishing%20each%20month
https://www.ajc.com/wellness/aging-in-atlanta/#:~:text=2025%20marks%20the%20tenth%20year,special%20sections%20publishing%20each%20month
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Beacon Hill Village Beacon Hill Village has thrived in downtown Boston for more 

than two decades. It is a member-led community of active, 
creative, and independent adults aged 50 and older who 
connect with and care for one another through an array of 
support services, social and wellness programs, cultural, and 
educational activities, and excursions. The Village embraces 
talents, shares experience and wisdom, nurtures special 
interests, and fosters deep relationships among its members. 
The Beacon Hill Village has one mutual goal: to grow old 
better in the home and neighborhoods that they love. 
https://www.beaconhillvillage.org/ 
 
Communities across the U.S. have applied the Beacon Hill 
model to create their own older adult villages.  
 
See also “Village-to-Village Network” in this document. 
 

Certified Aging-in-Place 
Specialist 

A National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) designation, 
a Certified Aging-in-Place Specialist (CAPS) uses universal 
design concepts when remodeling homes for aging in place. 
Most CAPS are remodelers, but an increasing number are 
general contractors, designers, architects, occupational 
therapists, physical therapists, and other consultants. The 
CAPS designation identifies those who have been trained to 
help older adults live in their homes safely as they age.  
 
The NAHB created the designation program in collaboration 
with Home Innovation Research Labs, NAHB 50+ Housing 
Council, and the AARP. For more information, go to the 
webpage below for “What is a certified aging-in-place 
specialist and how can they help?”  
https://ageinplace.com/aging-in-place-professionals/what-is-
an-aging-in-place-specialist-and-how-can-they-help/ 
 

Checklist of Essential Features 
of Age-Friendly Cities 

There is a global initiative for aging in place through what are 
known as age-friendly cities and communities. The goal of 
age-friendly cities is to promote healthy aging and full 
participation of older people in community life. 
 
Go to the webpage below for the World Health Organization 
(WHO) “Checklist of Essential Features of Age-Friendly 
Cities.” 
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/362949 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.beaconhillvillage.org/
https://ageinplace.com/aging-in-place-professionals/what-is-an-aging-in-place-specialist-and-how-can-they-help/
https://ageinplace.com/aging-in-place-professionals/what-is-an-aging-in-place-specialist-and-how-can-they-help/
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/362949
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Intergenerational Communities Intergenerational community refers to a place that: 

1. Provides adequately for the safety, health, education, and 
basic necessities of life for people of all ages. 

2. Promotes programs, policies, and practices that increase 
cooperation, interaction, and exchange between people of 
different generations. 

3. Enables all ages to share their talents and resources, and 
support each other in relationships that benefit both 
individuals and their community. 
 
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2018/05/Intergeneratio
nal-Report-Best-Communities-2012.pdf 
 

Multigenerational Households 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multigenerational households are those that include three or 
more generations under one roof ¾ great-grandparents, 
grandparents, parents, adult children, and their children. Skip 
generations may also be considered multigenerational. In 
these households, grandchildren live with their grandparents 
without (or skipping) the children’s parents.  
 
According to Generations United, the number of Americans 
living in a multigenerational household with three or more 
generations nearly quadrupled between 2011 and 2021 (going 
from 7 percent to 26 percent). 
https://www.gu.org/explore-our-topics/multigenerational-
households/ 
 

Naturally Occurring Retirement 
Communities 

Naturally Occurring Retirement Communities (NORCs) are 
neighborhoods where a significant percentage of residents are 
older adults, often exceeding the typical age distribution for 
the area. These communities haven't been specifically 
designed for older adults but have evolved into places where 
they choose to age. 
 
It's important to distinguish NORCs from "active adult 
communities" or "55+ communities." Active adult communities 
are intentionally developed and marketed to adults aged 55 
and over, offering amenities and activities designed for an 
active lifestyle. NORCs, on the other hand, are existing 
neighborhoods that have become populated by a large 
number of older adults over time. 
 
See also the “AgeWell Atlanta Neighborhood Program” in this 
document. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2018/05/Intergenerational-Report-Best-Communities-2012.pdf
https://www.gu.org/app/uploads/2018/05/Intergenerational-Report-Best-Communities-2012.pdf
https://www.gu.org/explore-our-topics/multigenerational-households/
https://www.gu.org/explore-our-topics/multigenerational-households/
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Smart Home Devices for Aging 
in Place 

The New York Times “Wirecutter” details The Best Smart 
Home Devices to Help Aging in Place. It is a guide for people 
who want to age in place, as well as family members, friends, 
or caregivers who support an older adult’s decision to live 
independently. The guide is based on testing smart-home 
devices with the help of experts and device owners. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/smart-home-for-
seniors/ 
 

Universal Design 
 
 

Universal design provides a design, building, or remodeling 
framework and specifications for all ages living in a home. Its 
focus is on accessibility, ease, comfort, and safety, making it 
ideal for aging in place. 
 

The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) explains: 
Everyone can use universal design! It doesn't matter if 
you are young or old. …  Because of universal design, 
people who are very different can all enjoy the same 
home. And that home will be there for all its inhabitants 
even when their needs change. 

 

https://www.nahb.org/other/consumer-resources/what-is-
universal-design 
 

Village In the context of housing for older adults, "Village" can refer to 
two main models:  
 
1. A membership-based community organization that 

provides support services to help older adults age in place. 
This organizational model is a non-profit, neighbor-to-
neighbor network offering services like transportation and 
social programs. 
 

2. A physical retirement community designed spfor older 
adults with amenities and housing options tailored to their 
needs. This physical village is a housing development 
specifically for older adults.  

 
The first Village was started in Beacon Hill, Boston, in 2001 by 
neighbors who wanted to help each other stay in their homes.  
 
See also “Village-to-Village Network” in this document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/smart-home-for-seniors/
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/smart-home-for-seniors/
https://www.nahb.org/other/consumer-resources/what-is-universal-design
https://www.nahb.org/other/consumer-resources/what-is-universal-design
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Resource/Reference/Term Summary 
Village to Village Network The Village-to-Village Network defines a village as “Neighbors 

Caring for Neighbors!” 
 
The Village to Village (VtV) Network explains VtV as a 
membership-based organization that brings Villages together 
to share best practices for enabling older adults to live 
independent, healthy, purposeful lives with connections to 
their communities. The Network provides expert guidance, 
resources and support to help communities establish and 
maintain thriving Villages, and we champion the Village model 
at state and national levels as a best practice for healthy, 
vibrant aging. 
https://www.vtvnetwork.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id
=691012&module_id=248578 
 
The Village Movement originated in Boston with Beacon Hill 
Village, leading the way for a more economically efficient 
model for aging. See also “Beacon Hill Village” in this 
document.  
 

https://www.vtvnetwork.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=691012&module_id=248578
https://www.vtvnetwork.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=691012&module_id=248578

